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Abstract
The Bali UN Climate Change Conference which ended on 15 December has been hailed a success by some quarters and a dismal failure by others. This event marks the first of a series of international summits scheduled for the next two years work out a successor to the Kyoto Protocol which ends its first phase in 2012 via the Bali Road Map.

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong has stated that there will be no “one size fits all approach” in the post 2012 agreement for signatories. An equitable solution will have to take into account the diverse national circumstances present in each country. 
Panel on Political Economy and Economics of Climate Change:

· Why has it been difficult for all countries to reach an agreement on binding emission targets? What are some of the issues at stake? 

· Will India or China play a pivotal role in the outcome of the new climate agreement post 2012? 

· To correct the existing Kyoto commitment targets, the new agreement should be fair for across and within generations, efficient, and cost-effective in checking the accumulation of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere at or within a threshold level otherwise seeming to cause so-called an abrupt climate change. 

· Though the UNFCCC is adhering emissions reduction commitment targets based on “common but differentiated responsibilities,” how would a new protocol engage the current and potential largest emitters in a post Kyoto-like regime? 
· Three flexible mechanisms (emission trade, joint implementation and CDM) stipulated in the Kyoto Protocol are essential for the success of the protocol as they provide economic incentives for both developing and industrialized nations to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions. Will the post-Kyoto treaty be able to adapt these flexible mechanisms into its structure?
Panel on Role of ASEAN and Singapore:
· Climate change might occupy centre stage in global environmental issues but the translation of the implications of addressing the outcome will be a major challenge not only to national governments and businesses generally but cities around the world. 

· Urbanisation and the growth of cities as well as their population represent a global trend that has serious and major implications for global environmental challenges, including climate change. 

· In burgeoning Asia in particular, growth and development have been concentrated in cities that have seen upward spiralling of the demand for energy, material resources, water and land. Major Asian cities have seen their share of environmental degradation with growth.  

· Cities such as Singapore, appears to have avoided the worst of such degradation by instituting measures in tandem with planned economic growth.  The question that is posed in this discussion is whether post-Bali, the city-state can contribute in equally meaningful and effective ways to addressing the outcome of climate change.  In other words, will urban growth and development in Singapore in the future address the issues of energy efficiency and reduction in carbon emissions while maintaining robust economic growth?

· What additional roles should Singapore play in view of the stance adopted by Singapore policymakers? 
· Has Singapore played enough of a role in mitigating the impacts of climate change from a conservationist point of view? 
· What will be the role of government and civil society groups in Singapore?
· How can Singapore play a greater role in arresting deforestation in the region? 
· Can Singapore be a role model for other ASEAN countries to follow given its unique city state status? 
About the Speakers (in alphabetical order)
Youngho Chang is an Assistant Professor at the Division of Economics and the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies, Nanyang Technological University. He specializes in the economics of climate change, the economics of renewable resources, energy security, oil and economy, and electricity market deregulation. His current research interests are oil price fluctuation and macroeconomic performance, the economics of energy security, the transition of resource use in an economy, the economics of sustainability, energy use and climate change, and the effectiveness of a new market structure in a deregulated electricity market. He has taught at the Department of Economics, the National University of Singapore. His research has been published in academic journals like Econometric Theory, Economics Letters, Energy Policy, International Journal of Global Energy Issues, and International Journal of Electronic Business Management. He has also worked for international academic associations such as the International Association for Energy Economics (IAEE) as a member of the organizing committee for its annual conferences and a judge for best student paper competition for the IAEE conferences. He was a degree fellow at the East-West Center, Hawaii and received his Ph.D. (in Economics) from University of Hawaii at Manoa, U.S.A.
Chen Gang is Research Fellow at the East Asian Institute, National University of Singapore. He studied international relations and obtained his Ph.D. degree at the China Foreign Affairs University. Before joining the East Asian Institute in 2007, he worked as a journalist covering Chinese political and business news for more than five years for the Xinhua News Agency, one of the most influential media in China. His publications have appeared in journals such as The Chinese Journal of International Politics, American Studies Quarterly, Journal of China Foreign Affairs University and the International Forum. His latest publication was “The Kyoto Protocol and the Logic of Collective Action,” The Chinese Journal of International Politics (Oxford Journals), Volume 1, Number 4, Winter 2007 (525-557). His research interests include China’s domestic politics, environmental governance, international relations and transnational cooperation against climate change.

Geh Min (MBBS, FRCS, FAMS) is an ophthalmologist by profession.  She is a nature lover and a committed conservationist of both our natural and man-made heritage.  She is presently serving her 7th term as President of the Nature Society (Singapore) and was sworn in as a Nominated Member of Parliament on 29 November 2004 with serving term from 1 January 2005 to 19 April 2006. 
She is also a board member of The Nature Conservancy’s Asia Pacific Council and the Water Network of Public Utilities Board.  She is on the Board of the Singapore Environment Council and heads the Environment and Health Functional Committee of the South-West Community Development Council. She was also a member of the URA Focus Group on Land Allocation for Concept Plan 2001, the URA Subject Group on Rustic Coast Parks & Waterbodies Plan, co-chair of the Air & Climate Change focus group for the implementation of the Singapore Green Plan 2012 (2006 edition). In addition, she is on the Resource Panel for Women’s Workgroups at Ministry of Community Development, Youth and Sports. She is a supporter of the Arts and sits on the board of many arts organizations.  She is married to a cardiac surgeon and has one daughter.

Kog Yue Choong is adjunct professor at National University of Singapore.  He is also President of East West Consultants and the development projects he has worked on include many in Singapore, Southeast Asia and China.   These are hotel, shopping centre, theme park and related developments.  Dr Kog has also been a member of several prominent Singapore and international committees.  He has published widely on engineering, policy, security and environmental issues, with more than 40 journal papers and book chapters.

Ooi Giok Ling is Professor at the Humanities and Social Studies Education Department, National Institute of Education, and an Adjunct Professorial Fellow at the Institute of Policy Studies.  Her research and publications have been on urban and environmental studies and the environment, ethnic relations and health care delivery.  Her recent publications are Sustainability and the City – Concept and Assessment and Housing in the Capital Cities of Southeast Asia.  She is a member of several Singapore and international committees. 

You are cordially invited to the Seminar.
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Institute of Southeast Asian Studies

30 Heng Mui Keng Terrace

Singapore 119614

I will be  able  to attend the Seminar on “Post-Bali UN Climate Change Conference:  What Lies Ahead” on Wednesday, 16 January 2008 at 10.00 am in ISEAS Seminar Room II.
Prof/Dr/Mr/Mrs/Ms: 


(please underline surname)
Designation: 
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Organisation: 
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Fax No: 
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Please complete the Reply Form and return by fax to the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies or email: may@iseas.edu.sg by Tuesday, 15 January 2008.
Notes:
1.
All registrations will be taken as confirmed unless otherwise notified.


2.
Parking is available at the Heng Mui Keng Complex Carpark, located next to ISEAS Building. At the car park, please take the lift to LEVEL 6 (Lobby) and exit through the main entrance to ISEAS Building.


3.
The hourly parking charges payable from Mondays-Fridays [8.00am-6.59pm] is $1.05 per hour.
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